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Description:

From School Library Journal Grade 5-8-Twelve-year-old Katy is constantly making and quickly
breaking resolutions about how she will change her ways and treat others, especially her five
younger brothers and sisters, with more respect and compassion. When Katy meets her Cousin
Helen, an invalid, Katy is awed by her kindness, prettiness, and generosity. Katy is determined to
become more like Helen, a resolution that lasts only a few hours. Soon, however, Katy gets a chance
to become more like cousin Helen than she ever wished as she finds herself confined to her bedroom
for four years as a result of an accident. Much of the story is focused on the change Katy undergoes
during her illness. Helen visits again to advise Katy to learn from her experience and to try to
become the center of the house by making her room and herself more attractive to others. One way
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Katy decides to take Helen's advice is through assuming the responsibility of running the house, a
job that consists of giving the servants instructions and ringing her bell to summon her sisters when
she has a task for them. As soon as Katy has learned the lesson about how to care for others, she
recovers and regains the ability to walk. Barbara Caruso's expressive narration is well done. She has
given each character a distinct voice that helps portray his or her personality. This is a lengthy
audiobook, but Caruso's pleasant narration helps to keep listeners' interest. Written by Susan
Coolidge (Viking Penguin pap. 1997) and originally published in 1872, this work is dated and offers a
limited vision of the roles of girls and women within the world and the family. Although there are
moments of good storytelling, this title is too dated to be recommended for purchase.

Erin Drankwalter Wyatt, Palombi School, Lake Villa, IL

Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable
edition of this title.

Review
"Katy Carr wasn't perfect—far from it—but she was perfect for me!" —Cathy Cassidy, author, Dizzy
"This tale of a boisterous child coming into maturity reads with the same zest and insight as it would

have done when it was first published over 130 years ago." —Guardian --This text refers to an
alternate edition.
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